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Remembering the legend of Cinderella, the Frick is a small glass slipper, into which two ugly 
sisters-standard museological practice and ambitious museum govemance--are trying to force 
their enormous feet. Their wish-list of new facilities can be dangerous: in reality, a glass slipper 
can break. 

Responding to public outrage, the Frick now proposes retaining the garden space, while also 

retaining their expansion program, and this without attempting any alarming new towers. 
Consequently, protecting the landmarked shell of the museum entails loss of interior spaces that 
are not landmarked-major alterations to the 1977 entrance hall, elimination of John Russell 
Pope's domed circular music room. Legalistically, a regulatory dilemma, but still, in the words 
of the law, "an irreplaceable loss to the people of the city." 

It is always risky to speculate about the intentions of the dead, but perhaps here Russell Page was 

not just arranging flowers: he was an illusionist. First he meant us to forget the alien scale of the 
taller buildings beyond. Thus the garden, as a transitional space, would be commensurate with 
the low-lying, chateau-like museum, a world of its own in the city, a fantasy space, linked to the 
old world of art that Frick inhabited at the end of his life. When John Barrington Bayley and 
Russell Page built over the empty lots on 70th Street, they created an essential illusion, that the 
new entrance pavilion and garden were an integral part of Frick's luxurious private estate. The 

essence of this garden is the choice and arrangement of its architectural elements-the green 
door with its axial relationship to the great wrought iron gate, the blind arches Page planted with 
climbing roses, and the sense of enclosure created by the pear trees on the ledge above the north 
wall generating further illusions of green spaces beyond-undoubtedly, a masterwork. 
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